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because we deny the existence of it; nor do we
cease to carry the faculty of faith within us
because we fail to understand, or refuse to
endorse, its teachings. Thus the whole world,
conceivably, might deny God, and it would still
be troubled with the sense of His presence and
the desire for Him. Faith would still speak, but
it would speak in an unknown tongue. The
traditional rendering of what it said would have
been discarded, and all the alternative renderings
that would be attempted would be tried by the
reason, and in time found out to be nonsense.
Here we may see the kind of judgment that the
supernaturalist will pass on the Natural Religion
described in the present volume. He will not
deny that it is a fact, but he will say that it is a
fact misnamed. It is not religion, but it is the
embryo of religion. It bears the same relation
to religion that the caterpillar bears to the
butterfly or the inarticulate cry of the baby to
the speech of the grown man. By being shut
out from the only true expression of itself, it can
only express and explain itself by a series of
fatuities. It is not destroyed, but for the time
it is rendered useless.
\ Let us speak more in detail. Man, says the